
Mars Colonization Project 

Your Mission 
It is the year 2317 (or beyond – you may choose the year, but it must be at 
least 300 years in the future and not more than 1500 years) and Earthlings 
have colonized Mars. Your project is to convince more Earthlings to move 
to Mars by describing your colony in detail, and also how it became 
sustainable. Your colony will include some futuristic inventions that do not 
exist today, yet have their basic foundations in the technological 
possibilities of today.  
 
The presentation must include, at the minimum, the following content: 
 
History of first colonization to the present (the present is, of course, in the future): 

 What has been done to terraform Mars? Include a history of all aspects of 

the transformation of Mars. There must be connections to some of the 

technologies of today. This is perhaps the most important part. Mars will 

need to be terraformed if humans are to live there sustainably! 

 Who were the first colonists and why? You do not need names – you should 

describe where they were from, gender, ages, training, skills, etc. How many 

pioneers were there?  

   Where on the planet did the first colonists live? Have the locations of      

     settlements changed over the years? 

 

Current conditions on Mars: 

 Where is the liquid water on Mars now and how do citizens get access to it 

for drinking, daily needs and agriculture? In other words, explain the water 

infrastructure. 

 What do people eat and how do they get their food? 

 How do people travel between Mars and Earth? How long is the trip, and 

what technology is used? 

 How do people communicate between Mars and Earth? What technology is 

used? 

 What is/are the primary energy source(s) for things like lighting, 

transportation, automation, etc.? 

 Who governs Mars? Is the government or governments connected to 

governments on Earth? What sort of government(s)? Law enforcement? 

 What sort of currency, if any is used? Is there trade on Mars and/or between 

Mars and Earth? 



 

 What are the demographics of your present colony? (numbers, ethnicities, 

ages, genders, etc.) 

 What are the dwellings like (structure, size, materials, and locations)?  How 

many people typically live together and what are the relationships between 

them (families like most places on Earth, dormitory arrangements, etc.)? 

You should be able to explain why the dwellings are made of the materials 

you have chosen, why the structure is what you have chosen, and why the 

dwellings are located where they are. 

 What do people do for recreation on Mars?  

 

Visual Aids for Presentation – all must be big enough to see from across the 

classroom 

* You must have at least 3 visuals and one of them must be a 3-D model of a   

   Martian dwelling.  

- The dwelling should be detailed, and you should point out various 

features and why they are made that way during your presentation. 

Remember, you want to persuade people to move to Mars! 

* The other 2 may be visuals of your choice. They could be about an energy   

    source, a form of recreation, a space vehicle for traveling to Earth, etc. They  

    may or may not be 3-D.  However, they all need to be made by you – not printed  

    from the internet. 

 

Project Presentation 

* The project presentation will be oral and will be video taped. You will not be  

   handing in a report, although your visuals will be part of the presentation. You  

   may use online sources for your research and for getting ideas, but your  

   presentation may NOT include an electronic presentation (ie powerpoint). 

 

*** Please see separate rubric for scoring guidelines. 

 

Project Journal 

* Your project journal will be an online google doc that you will “share” with your   

   partner(s) and with Ms. Spiess. The journal grade will be separate from the  

   presentation. 
 


